
POWERFUL PRACTICES TO ENSURE SAFE AND HEALTHY 
SCHOOLS  

SEPTEMBER 11 – OCTOBER 16, 2018 
- Fairbanks School District FREE Webinar Series - 

 
Seven experts from Education Northwest will share the research, expertise, 
experience, knowledge and passion for creating safe and healthy schools for 
every student in your district. 
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All educators and community members are invited to participate in a 
weekly webinar series on how to improve school climate and discipline 
practices to create an even stronger, safer, and more supportive educational 
experience for EVERY student.  
 
Each webinar will present one evidence-based practice that can help 
educators and community members better understand how to help students 
thrive in the school setting. 
 

More information about each webinar on the back. 

TOPICS 

-------------------- 

Student Voice in Policy and 
Practices That Can Improve 
School Climate and Student 

Learning 
September 11 

-------------------- 

Crossing Cultural Landscapes in 
Indigenous Education 

September 18 
----------------- 

School Climate, Equity, and 
Student Learning 

September 25  
------------- 

Trauma-Informed Practices in 
School Discipline and School 

Climate 
October 2 

------------------ 
When Districts Support and 

Integrate Social and Emotional 
Learning  
October 9 
------------- 

School Climate and School 
Discipline  
October 16 

 

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 

Fairbanks School District 

& 

Education Northwest 

Portland, Oregon 

(907) 452-2000 x 11424 

alica.unruh@k12northstar.org 

Join each webinar by clicking on 

the link below: 

https://educationnorthwest.zoo

m.us/j/948789340 

 

https://educationnorthwest.zoom.us/j/948789340
https://educationnorthwest.zoom.us/j/948789340


SCHEDULE PRESENTER TOPIC and Overview 
Tuesday, September 11 
3:45 p.m. – 4:45 p.m. 

Celeste Janssen - Celeste joined the Institute for Youth Success in 2007 
and now serves as director. She works to partner with youth-serving 
agencies and provide support through a lens of continuous improvement 
and innovation. Earlier in her career, she ran oncology camps in Montana 
and worked in fundraising at a national breast cancer organization. 
Celeste studied education and city planning at the University of 
California, Berkeley. She is a fellow of the Robert Wood Johnson Ladder 
to Leadership Program, a certified Positive Discipline parent educator. 

When Districts Support and Integrate Social and Emotional Learning (SEL): 
National dialogue on SEL is driving teachers and schools to design SEL 
frameworks or deliver SEL curriculum in the school day. If you are wondering 
about SEL, and how it fits in with other initiatives in your school, join us. Education 
Northwest staff will provide tips we’ve learned in how to think about SEL and 
share important questions that teachers and schools can use to bridge the 
research to practice gap. This webinar is a applicable to all grade levels and for 
community. 
 

Tuesday, September 18 
3:45 p.m. – 4:45 p.m. 

Joyce Harris - After 20 years as director of the Region X Equity 
Assistance Center (EAC), Joyce now serves as a manager with a focus on 
community engagement. Her career has been defined by her professional 
(and personal) work in making connections and meeting the needs of 
communities and educators. Before coming to Education Northwest, she 
served as an administrator at the Black Educational Center, a school she 
co-founded in Portland, OR from 1980-93. Her teaching experiences 
include serving a science teacher through OMSI and as an instructor in a 
Portland Public Schools program for racially and culturally diverse 
talented and gifted students. She is currently finishing a doctoral 
program in community college leadership from Oregon State University. 

Student Voice in Policy and Practices That Can Improve School Climate and 
Student Learning: Keeping students in the classroom and engaged in the learning 
process is key for their educational success. It is also important that young 
people feel empowered to make decisions about their future with the support of 
caring adults. Participants will learn about the benefits and strategies for putting 
student voice in the policies and practices that relate to bullying and harassment 
that work to improve school climate and student learning.  

Tuesday, September 
25 
3:45 p.m. – 4:45 p.m. 

Mandy Smoker-Broaddus - Mandy has over 15 years’ experience working 
toward social justice, equity, inclusivity and cultural responsiveness, 
particularly in the realm of American Indian education. She has served at 
the tribal college, K-12 and state education agency levels across her 
home state of Montana where she is an enrolled member of the 
Assiniboine and Sioux tribes of the Fort Peck reservation. She also led 
Montana’s Indian Education for All work that served as a model for many 
other states seeking to include American Indian identity, culture and 
history in their educational systems. She received the 2015 National 
Indian Educator of the Year award by the National Indian Education 
Association, as well as an appointment by President Obama to the 
National Advisory Council on Indian Education. 

“Crossing Cultural Landscapes in Indigenous Education: Participants will gain 
insights about how to provide a culturally responsive context for engaging and 
connecting with tribal families, governments, community organizations, and other 
entities that impact Alaska Native youth. This webinar is applicable to all grade 
levels and community members. 

Tuesday October 2 
3:45 p.m. – 4:45 p.m. 

Angela Sandino - Angela helps our partners build evidence-based English 
learner programs, including bilingual or dual-language immersion 
instructional systems, and provides technical assistance to states, 
districts and schools. With experience as a school and district leader, 
she supports projects that contribute to systemwide improvement of 
schools and districts. She received a B.A. in Spanish and anthropology at 
University of Oregon and an M.A. in curriculum and instruction at 
Michigan State University. 
Rosie Santana - Rosie Santana currently serves as a senior advisor in 
equity and school improvement focusing on technical assistance in the 
areas of literacy, English language learners, and equity. Her prior 
experience includes being the English Language Learner coordinator at 
Neuhaus Education Center (a literacy-development nonprofit) and as 
state-level school improvement coordinator in the Idaho. She earned her 
B.A in education from Boise State University and her M. Ed. in educational 
leadership from University of Idaho. 

School Climate, Equity and Student Learning: Participants will get a chance to 
better understand some of the best practices around school climate and equity 
and the essentialism of it to student learning outcomes. Learn about how equity is 
intrinsic to all aspects of school climate work and not a unique and separate 
issue. 

Tuesday October 9 
3:45 p.m. – 4:45 p.m. 

Sara Nance  - Sarah provides youth programs across the Pacific 
Northwest with training and technical assistance focused on best 
practices and continuous improvement. Her past experiences include 
working for Portland-area youth-serving agencies, such as Campfire, Big 
Brothers Big Sisters, Girls Inc., and the Police Activities League. She has 
her M.Ed. in School Counseling from Lewis & Clark College. Her hobbies 
include singing in her band Vinyl Gold, traveling the world with her 
partner Scott, and volunteering with One Tail at a Time PDX to rescue all 
the dogs. 

Trauma Informed Practices in School Discipline and School Climate: 
Participants will gain an understanding about who experiences trauma and why, 
and how it impacts learning and what schools and communities can do to better 
support student who have been impacted by trauma.  

Tuesday October 16 
3:45 p.m. – 4:45 p.m. 

Vicki Nishioka - Vicki is a senior research advisor with extensive 
experience in evaluation and technical assistance focusing on bullying 
and harassment, early childhood education, transitions, and special 
education. She is the lead evaluator on several projects and serves as a 
consultant to the Region X Equity Assistance Center. Vicki earned her 
Ph.D. in education at University of Oregon. 

School Climate and School Discipline: Participants will get a chance to learn 
why it is important for schools and districts to rethink their policies and practices 
related to school discipline and school climate. You will also learn about three 
guiding principles for improving school climate and discipline at the school and 
district level. 

 


